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Mark Your
Calendar

NOTES: Please forward any program recommendations you have for upcoming meetings to:
Tim Forshee, Chairman, Arrangements & Program Committee, tforshee@carolina-eastern.com

Chairman’s Comments
Dr. Glen Harris

  I have been thinking a lot about the value of the 
“Fertilizer Industry” to the overall Georgia economy lately.  
I read in one of the articles about Dean (of UGA College 
of Ag) Scott Angle’s retirement that Georgia’s Ag Industry 
as a whole is worth $72 billion a year! You hear all the 

time that the cotton industry is worth this much, vegetables this much, 
even blueberries. So how much are we worth? I guess we could start with 
tonnage and put a dollar value on things, but then you have multipliers and 
employment etc.  Maybe we should get an economist to help us come up with 
a number. At any rate I think you will agree we are significant and important.  
Sometimes I don’t think we are as appreciated as we should be. Maybe it is 
just me.  I was sitting at a big peanut meeting recently and listening to how 
many millions of dollars are spent on molecular plant breeding and genomics 
etc. and I thought, you know, you spend all that money and then you plant 
the peanut seed in a field with a pH of 5.0 and it dies of zinc toxicity….or 
one low in calcium and you don’t use gypsum and you get a bunch of pops. 
It all comes back to being a total cropping system and Liebig’s Law of the 
Minimum ….and fertilizer and lime are important!
 The good news is that GPFES is going strong. We had a good summer 
meeting and now are preparing for the annual winter meeting in Tifton in 
January.  I don’t go to the other states fertilizer meetings like some of you do 
but I hear that one of the things that sets GPFES apart is the quality of the 
winter program.  We think we have another good one lined up for you this 
year and look forward to seeing you there!

Sunbelt Ag Expo
October 20 -22, 2015

Spence Field
Moultrie, GA

www.sunbeltexpo.com

Alabama Crop Management Assn.
Winter Meeting

November 30 – December 2, 2015
Auburn, AL

www.alabamacrop.net

Plant Food Association of North Carolina
Winter Meeting

January 5 – 6, 2016
Pinehurst, NC

www.ncplantfood.org

GEORGIA PLANT FOOD 
ECUCATIONAL SOCIETY

 WINTER MEETING
January 12 -13, 2016

UGA Tifton Conference Center
Tifton, GA 

www.gpfes.org

Florida Fertilizer & Ag Chemical 
Association

Winter Business Meeting
January 21 -22, 2016
Case Monica Hotel
St. Augustine, FL

www.ffaa.org

What’s New In The Industry.... 
 CNI AgriMinerals is pleased to announce that effective August 31, 2015 
Fritz Turpin has been hired as CNI AgriMinerals Product Manager reporting to 
Greg Slade, General Manager and will be working in the Leesburg, GA office. 
  Fritz has most recently been employed by R W Griffin Fort Valley, GA. Fritz 
graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Biology with a Minor in Business from 
Georgia Southern University in Statesboro, Georgia and also a Master in Plant 
Protection and Pest Management from the University of Georgia, Tifton, GA 
Campus.  



 By all accounts, the 4th Annual GPFES Fertilizer Fun Run/Walk held during the 2015 Summer Meeting at the Ritz 
Carlton on Amelia Island Florida was a huge success and continues to grow each year.  Approximately 65 runners and 
walkers participated in either the 5K course or 1 mile “race” that found us on all pavement this year (no beach ! no sand in 
your shoes!).  The top 3 finishers were as follows: 
  Men 1 Mile   Women 1 Mile   Men 5K   Women 5K
  Mason Singleton  Lauren Barr   Ashton Adams   Chanel Blanchard
  Darin Singleton  Becky Robinette  Tyler Johnson   Brandi Deal
  Logan Barr   Barb Barry   Buck Burriss   Christy Manning
  And thanks to the generous support from the following sponsors, over $3500 was raised for GPFES Scholarships: 
Brandt, RW Griffin, Agri-B, Hays-LTI, Dupont, Embry Farm Service, CNI, Meherrin, Helena , Agro-Enviro Technologies, 
and Southern Agribusiness Services. 
 We also sold an additional 20 official run t-shirts so you don’t have to run to get a shirt!  You can even tell people you 
ran, we won’t tell! And the shirts are pretty cool, maybe even collectors items?
 We will be back at the Ritz again in 2016 and look forward to another FUN run!

 As we move into harvest season, it almost makes me dizzy to reflect on the kind of year it has 
been thus far. We started the year with a very good Winter Meeting in spite of the lack of optimism 
caused by low prices and concerns about growers getting needed financing. This years’ Summer 
Meeting was one of our best in spite of the fact that some members were unable to secure rooms at the 
Ritz-Carlton. Now moving into fall we are still facing low prices and a lot of uncertainty. One thing is 

for sure, those in our industry, like our customers, are optimistic. The right adjustments and corrections will be made 
and things will cycle back in time. 
 Recently you received a letter regarding our new 501 (c) (3) foundation, the Georgia Plant Food Educational 
Foundation, Inc. Please respond by making an investment in the future of production agriculture. Your contributions 
are tax deductible and are needed in order for us to meet the obligations we have made to scholarships, agricultural 
research and programs for youth. 
 Planning is well under way for the 2016 Winter Meeting and Trade Show. The dates and January 12-13 and the 
location is, once again, the UGA Tifton Conference Center in Tifton, GA. Mark your calendar now so as to avoid 
conflicts. We need your participation and support.
 This weekend GPFES lost an icon with the passing of long time member and Past President Al F. Cox. Al had 
been a stalwart supporter of this organization for many, many years and even though suffering from declining health 
remained active as co-chair of the audit committee. Al was a great friend and will be missed.
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President’s Paragraph
Jimmy Champion, President

4th Annual Fertilizer Fun Run/Walk Continues to Grow
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4th Annual GPFES

Fertilizer Fun Run/Walk
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 Another very successful Summer Meeting was held at the Ritz-Carlton Amelia Island in July. Featured were Mr. 
Chris Jahn, President of The Fertilizer Institute who presented an update on what was happening on the Federal level. Our 
old friend Ford West gave an excellent presentation on Responsible Ag, the Facility and Product Safety initiative that was 
developed following the tragic explosion at West, Texas. 
 Commissioner of Revenue Lynn Riley and Commissioner of Agriculture Gary Black talked about the GATE card 
and the importance of not misusing the benefits that it brings. Bryan Tolar, President of the Georgia Agribusiness Council 
gave an update on issues facing agriculture. The educational meeting ended with a short Board of Directors meeting 
followed by a reception sponsored by Potash Corp and The Mosaic Company.
 Tuesday brought the 4th Annual Fertilizer Fun Run/Walk at the beach, a shooting event at Amelia Shotgun Sports 
and lots of sun and relaxation. The best ever Silent Auction and Banquet finished out a great day.
 Wednesday morning was spent with Dr. Glen Harris conducting CEU training for Certified Crop Advisers. 

SUMMER MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
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 Inventory losses are too often large and frequent.  The one undisputable fact in all this is that those losses go 
straight to your bottom line once the book to physical inventory adjustments are made.  
After years of conducting physical inventories with corporate agribusiness internal audit groups, I have rounded 
up my TOP TEN  hit list.  Do any of these sound familiar?

While agribusiness retailers are always looking for ways to improve their costs through better practices, too often 
managing inventory is far too low a priority.  Finally inventory control and management is truly a team effort……….
between you and your warehouseman, and your bookkeeper, and your purchasing person (that could also be you) 
and anyone else involved in shipping, receiving, purchasing and billing.

Judith D. Sherling, CPA, CGMA
Judith.sherling@cpa.com

THE TOP TEN worst inventory practices

6. Employee Theft (watch your small package high
 $$$ products.  No one steals Lime!) 
7. Receiving Dry Materials by Rail
 (Leakage in Route, Railcars not fully unloaded,
 Railcar stenciled tare weights are wrong.  Keep a   
 Railcar Book. 
8. Poor Cut off Procedures at End of Year (take a   
 gain and live with the loss next year)
9. Error in Package Goods Shipment (the order   
 ticket said 1 gallon and the warehouse loads 1 case   
 this never happens with the cheap stuff!)
10. Excessive Shrink Due to Poor Handling/   
 Unloading of dry raw materials

1. Missed Billings (unrecorded shipments) Is your   
 process broken?
2. Unloaded in the wrong bin or tank (big    
 problem!)  Keep all bin or tank signs current
3. Billing customer the wrong quantity (Unit of   
 Measure issues)
 Order says 1 case …. Customer billed for 1 gallon
4. Shortage in shipment to you (there wasn’t as much
 on the truck as you were billed for) who is    
 responsible for unloading package inventory (seed,  
 chemicals)? Are they really counting what is on the  
 truck?
5. Not dedicating a single employee to managing your  
 Warehouse(s).  Accountability is everything! 

Obituary for Norton Futch, Sr. 
 William Norton Futch Sr., 87, passed away peacefully on Thursday, Aug. 13, 2015, at Phoebe Sumter Medical Center in Americus, 
Ga. Norton was born May 1, 1928, in Rochelle Ga., the son of Ruby Norton and John Philetus Futch. After completing Abraham Baldwin 
Agricultural College, he returned to Wilcox County where he farmed and taught vocational agriculture to veterans. He married his high 
school sweetheart, Ann Maddox, in 1946.
 In 1955 he was hired as a sales trainee for the Plant Food Division of International Minerals and Chemical Corporation and 
moved his family to Americus, Ga. He held increasingly responsible positions in the IMC Rainbow Division, retiring in 1986, as vice 
president of Southern Operations and living in Dunwoody, Ga. Among Norton’s greatest legacies are the people he hired and mentored, 
many of whom became fellow executives in the IMC Rainbow family.
 Upon retirement, Norton and Ann moved to Tifton, Ga., where he returned to dabbling in his first love of farming. In 2004, they 
returned to Americus , Ga., to be near the care of Magnolia Manor Retirement Center.
 A lifelong Baptist and ordained deacon, he enjoyed activities at both Fellowship Baptist and First Baptist churches. He also 
participated in Rotary Club in Tifton and was a life time member of GPFES.
  He is preceded in death by his wife of 61 years, Ann Maddox Futch; an infant son, John Hubert Futch, and two sisters, Harriett 
Futch Fenn and Mildred Futch Pade. He is survived by his loving wife Barbara Bishop Futch; his son and daughter, William N. (Bill) Futch 
Jr. (Nancy Barkuloo Futch) of Lakeland, Fla., and Annet Futch Thompson of Norman, Okla. He also is survived by six grandchildren: 
Natalie Futch Smith (Jeff), Jupiter, Fla., Dr. Lydia Futch Thurston (Michael), Birmingham, Ala., Dr. Kevin Thompson (Adrianne), 
Tuscaloosa, Ala., Kyle Thompson (Lindsay), Dallas, Texas, the Rev. Alex Thompson (Kendra), Amman, Jordan and Abigail Thompson, 
Dallas, Texas. He has 10 great-grandchildren.
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BETWEEN THE ROWS......OF WHAT?
Dr. Glen Harris, Educational Advisor
         Every winter 
meeting season a 
popular topic of 
discussion is what are 
we going to plant next 

year…are we going to go up in peanuts? 
Down in cotton? What about corn and 
beans?  Seems like this conversation 
has gotten started early this year.  My 
experience is that despite a lot of talk to 
the contrary, we never make huge shifts in 
planting intentions. And it may depend on 
what you call huge.  Last year some were 
saying we were going to plant peanuts 
“wall to wall” and totally get out of cotton. 
And what happened? Sure we went up 
200,000 acres of peanuts and most of this 
came out of cotton, but that only dropped 
cotton acres from 1.3 to 1.1 million….
that’s still over a million acres of cotton!  
 I also believe that Georgia farmers 
wait until the last possible minute to make 
their planting decisions so guessing what 
we will plant in 2016 right now is like 
trying to predict what the weather will be 
like in 6 months. And we all know how 
I feel about the accuracy of long-term 
climate predictions.  So if I had to guess 
right now I would say peanuts are going to 
go down and most of those 200,000 acres 
are going to go to soybeans, corn and a 
little to cotton.  Of course I am basing that 
guess, and your guess is as good as mine

(and even worth the same, haha), on the 
commodity prices I saw on the TV this 
morning and knowing we have too much 
infrastructure etc. to “totally get out of 
cotton”. 
 Now I will go out on a limb with 
another wild ass guess and say I don’t 
think prices for any of our summer row 
crops are going to be all that great next 
year.  This means of course that we will 
continue to try to balance yield goals 
with input cost and make the highest 
possible yield on the lowest or most 
economical amount of input costs. And 
I said it before, sometimes you have to 
spend money to make money but don’t 
spend money just to spend money. Easier 
said than done, right?  However, when it 
comes to lime and fertilizer I think we 
have a pretty good handle on this. Or 
better put, I think if you follow the UGA 
lime and fertilizer recommendations 
according to yield goal on cotton and 
corn you supply the correct, economical 
amount of these two important inputs 
and if you do not make your yield goal 
you came up short on something else on 
Liebig’s barrel. 
 Peanuts and soybeans are a slightly 
different ballgame when it comes to yield 
goals. Being good scavengers of nutrients 
but having some specific needs (good soil 
pH, calcium on peanuts and potassium
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on soybeans). UGA currently does adjust 
fertilizer recommendations on these two 
crops according to yield goal.  I am not 
even positive on exactly what yield goal 
they were originally set for.  I will say that 
I have been making some really good 
peanut yields while still following UGA 
fertilizer recommendations (peanuts are 
a very unique case so it may not be fair 
to lump them with soybeans here). And 
soybeans are a bit of a wild card in my 
opinion right now.  There’s a lot of talk of 
fertilizing for high-yield soybeans such as 
extra nitrogen early, extra nitrogen late, 
using chloride free potassium sources etc.  
All of these are “researchable” topics and I 
hope to start getting at some of them next 
year.  Of course, soybeans get complicated 
since we essentially have 4 different types 
of production systems, i.e. 1) traditional 
full season beans planted the same time 
as cotton and peanuts in early May, 2) 
“double cropped” beans planted in June 
after wheat, 3) “early” planted group 4 
beans planted before May, and 4) “ultra 
late” beans  planted in early August (yes 
some of these have actually yielded quite 
well.  And I think what we may find is that 
fertilizing soybeans for yield goal may be 
different depending on which system you 
are using. 

Obituary for Mr. Aldric “Al” Franklin Cox 
 Aldric “Al” Franklin Cox, age 83, died Friday, October 2, 2015, at Ogeechee Area Hospice Inpatient Facility. Al was the ninth of ten children 
born to Neadom James and Mary Louise Mitchell Cox. He graduated from Nevils High School in 1949, attended Abraham Baldwin Agricultural 
College for two years and graduated from the University of Georgia in 1954 with a Bachelor’s Degree in Agricultural Engineering. He returned to 
Bulloch County and married Barbara Sue Cowart in 1957. Al worked for Southern Nitrogen / Kaiser Agricultural Chemical Company in Savannah 
and retired after 20 years of service. He then became President of Port City Nitrogen, a division of Carolina Eastern, until 2011 when he returned to 
his farm to raise quail. He was a member of the Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church, Georgia Plant Food Educational Society, American Society of 
Agricultural Engineers, Theta Chi Fraternity, and active in Friends of the Coastal Georgia Botanical Gardens located in Savannah.       
          Surviving are his wife of 58 years, Sue Cox; one daughter and son-in-law, Suzy and Lieutenant Colonel Eric Heffner; and two grandchildren, 
Ben and Will Heffner, all of Bulloch County. Funeral services will be held on Tuesday at 11:00am at Elam Baptist Church with Pastor Kevin Farmer 
officiating and Elder Randy Waters assisting. Interment will be private in the church cemetery.
            In lieu of flowers memorial contributions may be made to Ogeechee Area Hospice, P.O. Box 531 Statesboro, GA 30459 and/or Georgia Plant 
Food Educational Society, P.O. Box 1447 Statesboro, GA 30459.
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By Sam Fahmy, University of Georgia 
 University of Georgia Senior Vice 
President for Academic Affairs and 
Provost Pamela Whitten has appointed 
a committee to begin a national search 
to fill the position of dean and director 
of the College of Agricultural and 
Environmental Science Josef M. Broder, 
who has served as associate dean for 
academic affairs for the past decade, 
has agreed to serve as interim dean 
beginning September 19.
 Sheila Allen, dean of the College 
of Veterinary Medicine, will chair the 
23-member search committee, which 
includes faculty from UGA’s campuses in 
Athens, Griffin and Tifton, staff, students, 
and alumni, as well as government and 
agribusiness representatives.
 Among the search committee 
members are:
• Gary Black, UGA alumnus and 
commissioner of the Georgia 
Department of Agriculture.

Josef M. Broder Named Interim Dean of 
UGA CAES

• Zippy Duvall, president of Georgia 
Farm Bureau and a member of the 
Georgia 4-H Foundation Board of 
Trustees.
• Laura Perry Johnson, associate dean 
for UGA Extension, who most recently 
served as Southwest District Extension 
Director in Tifton.
• Peggy Ozias-Akins, professor of 
horticulture at the Tifton Coastal Plain 
Experiment Station and director of the 
Institute of Plant Breeding, Genetics 
and Genomics.
 The committee will be assisted 
by the UGA Search Group in 
Human Resources.
 J. Scott Angle, who has served 
as dean of the college since 2005, 
recently announced that he will 
step down from his position to 
lead the International Fertilizer 
Development Center, a global 
organization that works to alleviate 
hunger
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Let us give
thanks.
Have a
Happy 

Thanksgiving


